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2008-2009: A Busy and Successful Year at CHS

Here is a look at some of the highlights from the
2008-2009 school year that make Corbett High
School one of the elite public high schools in the nation:

* Corbett High School's Academic Decathlon
team repeated as State Champions this year and
traveled, with the help of a grant from Corbett
Alumni Association, to Memphis, Tennessee, for the
national competition.

* Senior Lara Dunton, who repeated as Oregon's
top scorer at nationals, capped her Decathlon
career with a national Gold Medal in the Language
and Literature event where she matched the high
score for all divisions.

* Members of Corbett High School's Graduating
Class of 2009 took over 300 Advanced Placement
exams during their high school careers, averaging
more than nine per graduating senior. The next
highest ranked Oregon high schools are South
Eugene, No. 551, with 2.1 AP exams per graduate
and Portland's Lincoln High School, No. 625, with 2
AP exams per graduate.

* Corbett High School received a #8 ranking in
Newsweek Magazine’s annual survey of the
nation's top public high schools. Principal Randy
Trani said Corbett High's rank is unusual because
"We are a neighborhood school serving all students
in the rural Multnomah County district. Most other
schools in the Top 10 are magnets that serve a select
group, such as Dallas' School for the Talented and
Gifted, which placed first."

AP Exams Bottom Line: A Very Good Investment!
Academic success does not come without a price.
The Corbett School District has committed to giving
every student the very best course offerings to
prepare them for life after graduation. Principal
Randy Trani reviewed the financial details of the AP

program at Corbett with the following memo:

The cost for an AP exam plus the $8 per kid for lunch and
the testing facility is right at $80 per kid per test. We
gave 524 AP exams last year. The State of Oregon did
provide some help, paying for exams taken by kids who
were on free and reduced lunch, about 100 tests. We still
paid for lunch and the testing facility for the free and
reduced lunch kids. Thanks for the continued support!

Superintendent Bob Dunton put the large AP
expenditure into perspective by showing the
benefits that students gain by taking, and passing,
the college-level courses:

The Class of 2009 earned the equivalent of 10 full-time
years” worth of college credit (465 credit hours) had they
submitted all of their passing scores to Oregon State
University. Another way to look at it would be to say
that they passed an average of three college classes each,
for the entire class!

The cost of tuition, room and board for students earning
these credits through attendance at OSU: over $20,000.
That's a 10:1 return on our investment in them.

Thanks to the Corbett Alumni Association for its
contribution toward making Advanced Placement Exams
available at no cost to every Corbett Student. That's a
pretty powerful scholarship program. And the students
earned every dollar through their hard work and
dedication.

Reunion Committees

Don't forget to provide photos and an account of
your special event so we can share them with your
fellow alumni in our next newsletter.

We can help if you're starting to plan a reunion.
Phone (503) 695-3207 or e-mail wus at

jlewis@corbettalumni.org.
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President's Message
By Tom Cowling '56

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.
-Helen Keller

In reviewing the accomplishments of
2008-2009, I couldn't help but wonder if
the "daring adventures" at Corbett were
the special ingredient that resulted in
another outstanding report card, for
both the school and its alums. Here are
some of my findings:

e Because of the mid-year state
budget crisis, the school
district imposed a "Spending
Freeze" until the end of the
year. Newsweek magazine
ranked CHS #8 in the nation
and the top high school in
Oregon for the past two years.

e AP courses are designed to be
more rigorous than traditional
high school courses and can
earn students college credit.
Most school districts offer
Advanced Placement (AP)
courses to some students, but
the students usually pay to
take the AP exam. AP courses
are available at no cost to
every Corbett student.
Corbett gave 524 AP exams
last year, at a cost of $80 per
test.

e The cost of attending college
continues to climb. The Class
of 2009 passed an average of
three college classes each for
the entire class! That's money
he or she won't have to spend
on college tuition. Some
students have earned enough
credit to forego their
freshman year, saving them
and their parents money.

o  Corbett Alumni Association
encourages and supports class

reunions every five years. Class
rosters, mailing labels, publicity
and Reunion Planning Workshops
are offered. Nine out of fourteen
classes planned and held
reunions in 2009.

¢ Finding classmates is an ongoing
challenge and unusual research
techniques are often needed.
CAA's database grew by 34% last
year to 1115.

e The bad economy has affected all
of us. Alumni participation in the
Annual Fund Campaign was up
95%, contributions increased 38%
and grants made to CHS were
increased by 50%.

Life at Corbett High School and with the
Corbett Alumni Association was truly a
daring adventure last year. Join me as
we begin another one. I promise you
won't be bored!

CAA GIVING...
By The Numbers

1-3-08 Birthdate of Corbett Alumni
Association.

1115 CHS alumni in CAA database, 6-30-
2009.

78 CAA contributors (7% of alums in
database).

5830 Dollars contributed by alums in
2008-2009 campaign.

75 Dollar average per contributor.
1933 Class of oldest alumni contributor.

1984 Class of youngest alumni
contributor.

9 % of contributors from 1930's (7).
26 % of contributors from 1940's (20).
23 % of contributors from 1950's (18).
33 % of contributors from 1960's (26).
4 % of contributors from 1970's (3).

Continued on page 3
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From the CHS Archives

Excerpts from CORBETT NOW AND COLUMBIAN THEN
By Clarence Mershon, CAA Historian

SEVENTY FIVE YEARS AGO. The faculty
included Mr. PJ. Mulkey, Mr. Emerson, Miss
McEntire, Miss Poor and Miss Rosen. Arthur Rich
was elected Student Body President the previous
spring. There were twenty-one students in the Class
of 1935.

FIFTY FIVE YEARS AGO. A new administrator,
Mr. Raymond "Pat" Brown, was named to replace
Mr. Emerson. Board action made Mr. Brown
Superintendent, with Mr. Reed serving as Assistant
Superintendent. Mr. Brown also served as Principal
of Columbian High. A staff of six teachers served
with Mr. Brown: Mrs. Elsie Clements, Mr. Ben
Goodling, Mr. William Nelson, Mrs. Joy Perry, Mr.
Arthur Verment and Mrs. Patricia Warren. Helen
Post held the position of administrative secretary.
Charlene Kogle served as Student Body President.
Jim Berney edited the school annual while Donna
Peterson performed that role for the Cardinal.
Columbian High's football team had a record of 2-4
in its initial season and introduced a "new" sport to
Columbian High. The basketball team under Coach
Verment had an excellent season, with a record of
21-4. Construction of the new gymnasium was
completed during the 1954-55 school year. The
Board of Directors of District #39 voted to change
the name of the high school from Columbian High
School to Corbett High School. Thus, the Class of
1955 was the last class to graduate from
"Columbian" High School.

THIRTY FIVE YEARS AGO. The administrative
staff of Mr. Earle Schafer, Superintendent, and Mr.
Alvin Giebrecht, Principal, returned with a teaching
staff of eighteen teachers.
administrative offices were Secretary Dona Layton,
Assistant Clerk Dorothy Westmoreland and the
Principal's Assistant, Mrs. Pat Lucas. Charles
Tarpley was elected Student Body President, Lori
Dunlap directed the Cardinal staff and Juanita Graff
served as editor of the Cohimore. The Class of 1975
had 34 students.

Working in the

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO. The staff was directed by
Mr. Larry McClellan, Superintendent, and included
Mr. Jim Kuhlmann, Principal, Pat Bourgo, Bob
Schaefer and Marcia Wynn, administrative and
counseling staff. Student Body President Jon Franz
served as student leader for the year. The Cohimore
had co-editors, Megan Richardson and Desiree
Somner. Nathan Taylor earned the honor of being
named class Valedictorian. He was also named a
National Merit Commended Scholar, Oregon and
Tandy Scholar. Desiree Somner was named
Salutatorian and received a $25,000 scholarship to
George Fox College.

CAA GIVING...
By The Numbers

Continued from page 2

3 % of contributors from 1980's (2).

16 % of contributors from 97019 (Corbett).

62 % of statewide contributors, outside Corbett.
20 % of out-of-state contributors.

46 % of last year's contributors who repeated.

80 Dollar cost for 1 A.P. exam, including lunch and
testing facility.

524 A.P. exams taken by CHS students in 2009.

100 A.P. exams paid for by State of Oregon.

1500 Dollars contributed by CAA for reimbursement
of A.P. exam fees and Academic Decathlon Team
expenses.

11-09 Annual Fund Campaign kickoff for 2009-10.

Class of ’89 Reunion

“Corbett Class of 89, loved ones, and friends.
Getting together for some great eats and cool drinks.
Happy hour foods put out, not a sit-down dinner.
How much? 10 bucks a piece, 20 bucks for couples.
There will be an open cash bar.”

When: Friday, September 11, 2009 at 7:00pm
Where: 4th Street Brewing Company, 77 NE 4th St
Gresham, OR

The Past Keeping in Touch with the Future



Keeping In Touch...

1943

DR. JIM SCUDDER suggests, "It would be very
nice if the members of the Academic Decathlon Team
could come to the Grange some Monday morning so
the old folks of our community could honor them for
their splendid achievement."

1947

ROBERTA COLLINS HELLING writes, "Things are
going as well as possible in Wray, CO. We are busy
planting corn and beans, having had some rain. I
keep busy with our new Senior Center. School will
soon be out for the summer. I will be going to
Minneapolis, MN to visit my oldest son Richard.
Kenny, Nancy and the two grandchildren are about
30 miles away, so we get to see them often. I would
like to hear from someone from the class of 1947."

1951

LAURA 1. MERSHON STANDRIDGE informs,
"After 26 years in Alaska we have returned to
Oregon. I did a lot of volunteer work, loving every
minute of it. Stan retired from U.S. Customs and
now is gardening and just enjoying life."

1956

TOM COWLING proclaims, "A standing "O" for
CHS! Newsweek magazine agrees with me by naming
Corbett High as one of the elite, public high schools
in the nation. Ranked #8, Corbett has made the list
for the last four years, leading the small number of
other Oregon high schools as well. I am impressed!"

1957

ARLENE ELLIS WILLIAMS updates, "I became a
first time grandmother on April 7, 2009. Marissa
Arlene was born to my daughter Barbara, weighting
in at 7 % Ibs. and measuring 19 inches. I spent a
week in Monterey, assisting and enjoying both.
Marissa was born in the same hospital where her
Mother and uncle were born. Uncle Scott was on the
West Coast on business and happened to be there for
the delivery. What are the chances!!?"

1964

CHERYL LUCAS STEWART exclaims, "I am looking
forward to our very first Class Reunion (45 years)
ever —in August!"

1975

DEB WESTMORELAND LAKE reveals, "I have been
working at Nationwide Insurance (we're on your
side!) for the past eleven years. An avid golfer, I also
enjoy crafting and reading. Our son, Zane, 22 years,
is not married — so no grandkids!"

Reunion Report: Class of '49

by Clarence Mershon

The Class of 1949 recently held its 60-year
reunion. The class had only 14 graduates, ten of
whom survive. Class members Carol (Carpenter)
Daiber, Richard Kerslake, Clarence Mershon, Colleen
(Innes) Mershon, Jim Rhodes, Vivian (Quier) Gomez
and Walter Vockert attended one or more of the
events, which started with a get-together at Richard
and Dorothy (Van Orsow) Kerslake's home on
Saturday, May 30. Three classmates, Helen (Trussel)
Baker, Stanley Hewitt and Ruby (Tillman) Silva
contacted us, but were not able to attend. We did not
hear from Charlotte (Perkins) Kogle, Loyde
Mannthey or Naomi (Bissell) Stiver. We received
information and photographs from Stanley and
Ruby, which were much appreciated.

Sunday, May 31, members and spouses met for a
nostalgic dinner at Tad's "Chicken and Dumplings"
restaurant, which opened for business (at its present
location) during our final year at Columbian High.

Continued on page 5

The Class of '49 at Tad’s. Clockwise from left: Clarence Mershon,
Colleen (Innes) Mershon, Carol (Carpenter) Daiber, Jim Rhodes,
Jean (Kerslake) Rhodes, Richard Kerslake, Dorothy (Van Orsow)
Kerslake and Dr. Walter Vockert.
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Reunion Report: Class of '49
Continued from page 4

The meal was excellent, and we enjoyed the
opportunity to talk about our high school years.
Spouses attending included Dorothy (Van Orsow)
Kerslake (class of 1948) and Jean (Kerslake) Rhodes
(class of 1951).

On Monday, June 1, the group met for breakfast a
Heidi's restaurant in Gresham. Again, we had an
enjoyable visit, drank lots of coffee and (of course)
savored the excellent food for which the restaurant is
known. For some reason, eating out seemed to be a
favorite activity of the group - perhaps our age?

The culminating function for our 60-year reunion
was attending the graduation of the Class of 2009
that evening (June 1). Principal Randy Trani
introduced our group, which included Dr. Walter
Vockert, Student Body President, Columbian High
School, 1948-49. A highlight of the evening was an
announcement by Principal Trani that Newsweek
magazine had notified him that Corbett High School
rated in the top ten among high schools in the United
States. A news story the following week confirmed
the news; our alma mater ranked number 8 in the
nation. The ranking is based upon the percentage of
students successfully completing college placement
exams in science, mathematics and English. A
significant percentage of this graduating class of 46
students had passed more than 12 such exams!

The Class of 1949 wished to take a "low key"
stance with respect to our 60-year reunion. We did
not wish complicate matters by inviting other classes,
as has been done in the past. Attending the Class of
2009 graduation ceremony limited our time to
prepare, and a "too-large" number of participants
would have distracted from the that event. Our plan
was simple and straight forward. And those
attending the four functions thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.

Reunion Report: Class of "84

by Lisa Nowak

It began as the first people trickled into the
parking lot. A questioning look, a flash of
recognition, an exclamation of “no way!”
hug. The magic unfolded on Friday night, July 24t in

and a huge

front of Corbett Middle School, which the class of ‘84
knew as Corbett High.

After a tour of the middle, high, and grade
schools, the party moved to the Springdale Pub
where Jill Caldwell Amstad and her husband Carl
had their Karaoke equipment waiting. While
classmates immediately warmed to each other, old
hurts forgotten, it took a while for them to brave the
microphone. But by the end of the evening many had
sung individually and in groups. Mike Angelo and
James Larrowe crooned Born to be Wild, while Shelly
Baker Millard, Wendy Traxler Hersel, Jenny Lind
Olsen, Lisa Nowak, and Susan Held Sutton
entertained the crowd with Smokin’ in the Boys” Room.

Several people who hadn’t registered for the
event made an appearance and were so impressed
with the chemistry between their former classmates
that they signed on for the rest of the weekend.

The class of '84 at the Gresham Golf Course

Saturday’s events began with a round of golf at
Gresham Golf Course. At registration, classmates
were presented with nametags that Kimi Thomson
Smith and her husband Dana had cut from tree
branches—a reminder of Outdoor School days. After
an extended happy hour the crowd was served a
buffet meal of chicken, hamburgers, green salad,
potato salad, and cookies. Jill and Carl provided "80s
music throughout. The meal ended with recognition
of guests Skip Halverson (former CMS science
teacher) Rick Adams (former CHS band instructor)
and Greg Schoenberg (former Corbett Christian
Church Youth pastor) by Todd Yost. Awards were
then presented to several classmates. Nowell Brill
took the prize for “Funniest questionnaire”, Roxane

Continued on page 6
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MISSING CLASSMATES (2005-2007)

Please let us know if you have information

CORBETT ALUMNIASSOCIATION - PO Box 525 - Corbett, OR 97019

Last Maiden First Yr  Last
Ashford Sarah '06 Dawkins
Barnes Logan '06 Fackler
Blakeley Stephenie '06  Finch
Chance Rebecca '06 Gee
Churnside Bobby '06  George
Fedderson Lars '06  Grey .
Hargens Kimberly '06  Grochowski
Hatlen Drew '06  Gunawan
Hifrich Jessica '06  Gwyn
Huff Nathan '06  Haffner
Jacobs Billie '06  Hagel
Kaiser Karen ‘06 Hanson
Kelly Allysa ‘06  Harris
Kidd David '06  Kerslake
Korosi Jennifer '06  Kitchen
Langdon Megan '06  Kord
Loose Stephanie '06  Laurent
Lusted Jody '06  Leung
Maguire Niki '06 Luna
Marine Jeremy '06  Marsh
Martin Dawn ‘06  Monroe
Meyers Derek '06  Moshofsky
Millard Grant '06  Muller
North Sarah '06  O'Connell
Perrin Christopher '06  Pulliam
Pulliam Jessica ‘06 Ragona
Siefert Johanna '06  Rickert
Snide Austin '06  Roberts
Sze Yu '06 Rosas
Thomes Shaina '06  Russell
Vanelli Anton '06 Sch_uberg
Weatheral Cory ‘06  Smith ]
White Chase '06  Sommerville
Winters James '06  Strickland
Wood Kassandra '06  Trotman
Zeisler Dustin '06  Tymoshuk
Zeisler Stephen '06  Waldo
Anderson Daniel '06  Walker
Andrews Katherine '07  Anderson
Baker Alan '07  Barnes
Bauman Thomas '07  Bergeron
Bechtoldt Nicholas ‘07 Bradley
Bryggman Eve ‘07  Bruene
Button Alexander

Maiden First Yr Last Maiden First
Joe '07 Callahan Neal
Timothy '07 Childs Spencer
Chelsea '07 Denson Angel
Carolyn '07 Dhone Jason
Jacob '07 Erspamer Nicholas
Stacey '07 Fedderson Katelin
Brandi '07 Fruehauf Ben
Bill ‘07 Green Jared
Brittany '07 Greenslade Kevin
David '07 Grey Alex
Tyler ‘07 Grover Bekka
Brittney '07 Hanes Andrew
Janay '07 Haynes Emory
Daniel '07 Hayward Wilhelmina
Jamie '07 Heczey Balazs
Rachael '07 Heinkele Laura
Tyler '07 Holbrook Shawn
Ka '07 Houston Chelsea
Antonia '07 Jacobson Jayme
Joshua '07 Jones Kylie
Jennifer '07 Kemp Kim
Molly '07 Kerslake Destiny
Vanessa ‘07 Kurkinen David
Matthew '07 Maly Elizabeth
Cory '07 Miller Lauren
Susanette '07 Noles Jedediah
Dylan '07 Pardue Travis
Amanda '07 Payton Kyle
Eden '07 Perry Hap
Kenneth '07 Pixley Katrina
Katherine '07 Price Brianna
Jordan '07 Rios-Stevens Richard
Michael '07 Sarmiento Nicole
Benjamin '07 Schwartz Sam
Christian '07 Scott Elizabeth
Katie ‘07 Sloan Randy
Benjamin '07 Soulagnet Jake
Molly '07 Spanijer Mallory
Heather '07 Spanijer Caitlin
Skyler '07 Stein Sarah
Joseph '07 Sweet Victoria
Colin '07 Westmoreland Ashliegh
Lauren '07 Winebarger Tiffany

Reunion Report Class of ‘84

Continued from page 5

Palinkas “Most Interesting
Experiences”, Marc Dunlap was voted “Most
Changed”, and Doug Coons was elected “Least
Changed”.

On Sunday the group held a potluck picnic at
Rooster Rock State park. Kelly Hedding Levy
donated 50 lbs of Angus beef while other alums
brought an assortment of side dishes and desserts.
Families were welcomed, and the crowd numbered
more than 70 people, including children. Several
classmates who hadn’t made it to the other events
showed up for the picnic.

Henderson won

At the end of the day, Nowell Brill took home
the class banner, which Lori Link Harris
designed and Susan Sutton Held has stored for
the last 25 years.

A reunion announcement can bring mixed
feelings about old slights, unfulfilled potential,
and our no-longer youthful figures. But the
Corbett Class of "84 zipped right past all that
and connected on a deep level that exceeded
everyone’s expectations. The weekend ended
with people not only looking forward to the 30-
year-reunion, but also discussing the idea of
having an informal class party every year, which
would rotate between the residences of various
alums.

- The Past Keeping in Touch with the Future



Major Donors — 2008-09 Annual Fund Campaign

Listed below are donors who contributed to the CORBETT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION from July1, 2008 through June 30,
2009. For the purposes of donor recognition societies, matching gifts are counted towards the donor’s total contribution.
Donors with contributions after June 30, 2009 will be recognized in next year’s donor listing. Please accept our apologies

for any oversights or omissions in this listing.

Valedictorians +$10,000

Salutatorians +$5000

Deans List +$2500

Honor Roll +$1000

Cardinal Society +$500
Tom Cowling ‘56
Carole Windust Cruson '60

Patrons +$250
Marilyn Post McGechie 60
Marcia Hunt Randall '57

Benefactors +$100
Eva Knieriem Beeman 40
Steve & Pat Crampton '61
James Eber "42
Sally Windust ladarola '54
Clarence & Colleen Innis Mershon '49
Dennis & Donna Cook Olson '60
Charlie & Kathy Kraii O’Neil '73
Elizabeth Perry '69
George Perry "46
Catherine Chamberlain Roley ‘37
John Roley '60
Kathy Monroe Shaw '67
Cheryl Lucas Stewart '64
John Tanner '69
Linda Burkholder Thompson '59
Don Van Speybrock "48
Arlene Ellis Williams '57
Brent Younker 69

Sponsors
Phyllis Van Hee Buss '43
Floyd & Dorothy Conn '41 Bates ‘39
Tim & Rita Lucas Benintendi '67
Joan Ellis Benner ‘51
Marilou Baker Bowman 47
Jean Warren Carter '53
Roger Christensen '66
Bob Cowling '58
Steve '61 & Pat Kendrick Crampton '63

Rick & Mary Christensen Davies '62
Robert & Elaine Dawson '39

Bill Dearixon '57

Carolyn Wand Eslick '68

Ron & Sandra Childers 57 Evans '56
Audrey Arrington Forrest ‘53

Gary Goertz 67

Lori Link Harris "84

Eugene Henshaw 38

Roberta Collins Helling ‘47

Chris & June Houck '63

Augusta Lofstedt Kendrick "42

John & Mitzie Howell '58 Kerslake '55
June Bates Law Kirby "43

Ila Dempsey Kruckman '48

Wayne Kruckman '38

Gary Law '57

Jim & Nona Schneringer ‘53 Layton '51
Dorothy Janet Arrington Lucas '41
Pat Baker Lucas '65

Sandra Mershon '71

Patricia Windust Morron '66

Lisa Nowak "84

Charlie & Kathy Kraii O’Neil '73
Colleen O'Neil '65

Marsha Howell Rhodes '58

Dick Sakurai 84

Herbert Salzman '39

Judith Brown Schmidt '57

James Scudder 43

Margaret Chamberlain Snook ‘39
Hiro Takeuchi 33

Dorothy Angelo Teeter '44

Linda Baker Traxler '69

Kay Schneringer Vetaly '65

Helen Marie Jeffers Walker "43
Helen Wand '56

Dwain Whitney '43

Howard Winters '64

Supporters

M.H. & Delores Simpson
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Annual Contribution

We hope that you enjoy reading this Newsletter. It is one of the services provided Corbett alums by their Alumni Association.
One of the small pleasures in publishing this paper is compiling the names of our annual contributors. They are tangible
evidence to our volunteers that their efforts are appreciated. Many thanks! If it was inconvenient earlier to respond to our
annual appeal, do so now and give us the same satisfaction when we list your name in the next issue.

Checks payable to and sent to: Corbett Alumni Association
PO Box 525
Corbett , OR 97019

$35 $50 $100 $250 Other

Name Class

(Include maiden name, if applicable)

Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Keeping in touch
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